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and inherent possibilities of experience. By the same token,
it changes the idea and the operation of reason Instead of
being something beyond experience, remote, aloof, concerned
with a sublime region that has nothing to do with the expe-
rienced facts of life, it is found indigenous in experience:—
the factor by which past experiences are purified and rendered
into tools for discovery and advance.
The term. ' abstract' has a rather bad name in popular
speech, being used to signify not only that which is abstruse
and hard to understand, but also that which is far away
from life. But abstraction is an indispensable trait in re-
flective direction of activity. Situations do not literally
repeat themselves. Habit treats new occurrences as if they
were identical with old ones; it suffices, accordingly, when
the different or novel element is negligible for present purposes.
But when the new element requires especial attention, ran-
dom reaction is the sole recourse unless abstraction is brought
into play. For abstraction deliberately selects from the sub*
ject matter of former experiences that which is thought
helpful in dealing with the new. It signifies conscious trans-
fer of a meaning embedded in past experience for use in a
new one. It is the very artery of intelligence, of the in-
tentional rendering of one experience available for guidance of
another.
Science carries on this working over of prior subject matter
oa a large scale. It aims to free an experience from all which
is purely personal and strictly immediate; it aims to detach
whatever it has in common with the subject matter of other
experiences, and which, being common, may be saved for
further use. It is, thus, an indispensable factor in social prog-
ress. In any experience just as it occurs there is much which,
while it may be of precious import to the individual impli-
cated in the experience, is peculiar and unreduplicable. From
the standpoint of science, this material is accidental, while
the features which are widely shared are essential. Whatever

